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Commentary 


By 


Doug 
Buffone 


No Reason To Panic 


Yes, the Bears didn’t look all that good in their 14-7 loss 
to St. Louis Saturday. The defense didn’t come up with 
the big play, and the offense struggled in its one back for- 
mation. 

But there’s no reason to hit the panic button. You have 
to remember this is only the preseason. A lot of fans were 
upset after the loss, but that’s just because they are used 
to winning. Remember, it’s a different ballgame in the 
regular season. 

THE BEARS’ OFFENSE struggled from the start using 
the one back formation. And in a regular season game, 
they-would not have stuck with it. But Coach Mike Ditka 
wanted the team to practice the formation because they 
haven’t used it that much so far. 


AND THAT IS WHAT the preseason is all about. It’s 
a time to practice things you haven't worked on that much 
and see what they do. 

And let’s not forget how St. Louis played the game. Right 
from the start the Cardinals were pulling out all the stops. 
St. Louis coach Gene Stallings believed his team needed 
this win as a-morale booster. And that’s the way his team 


started and ended playing the game. 

THE FIGHTS IN the game seemed to have hurt the 
Bears more than the Cardinals. And my blood pressure 
was rising too when | saw Pat Dunsmore getting kicked 
by some of the Cardinal players. 

Another thing that hurt the Bears was the defense didn’t 
get the big turnover that has become its trademark. It was 
apparent the Bears depend on their defense getting the 
ball back in a hurry for the offense. And | saw a iot of 
missed tackles in the game by the Bears. And, of course, 
the defense wasn’t nearly as effective as it could be by 
just playing a straight defense. 

AND WHEN A TEAM has been rolling over its oppo- 
nents like the Bears have, sometimes a loss in the presea- 
son is good for the team. It gets the players’ heads out 
of the clouds. Every team in the league will be gunning 
for the Bears. The team with the worst record is the most 
dangerous, and the team with the best record is the most 
dangerous. No game will be easy this year. 

So now, maybe the Bears will realize that and they won’t 
take any game lightly. In that sense, the loss to the Cardi- 
nals was very good for them. 


| 
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CHICAGO’S KEITH VAN HORNE picked a bad place to get into a fight on Saturday — in the St. Louis bench. (Bear 


Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Cardinals Pull Out All Stops (And Punches) In Win 
»* 


By Michael! Polzin 
Managing Editor 

Who says preseason games aren't taken seriously by 
the players? ; 

If they aren't, it’s a good thing St. Louis’ 14-7 win over 
Chicago at Soldier Field Saturday night wasn’t a regular 
season game. ; 

The game went out of the referees’ control early in the 
first half, and things didn’t settle down until a third-quarter 
rumble cleared both benches and sent four players to the 
locker room early. : 

AFTER A FEW sideline scuffles in the first half, the brawl 
erupted after Steve Fuller completed a pass to Tom 
Sanders. 

When the play ended St. Louis’ Lionel Washington and 
Chicago's Keith Ortego became involved in a scuffle. The 
Bears’ Keith Van Horne then tried to help out Ortego. 
That’s when the Cardinals ganged up on Van Horne and 
the Bears’ Pat Dunsmore, and things turned ugly. 

By the time the referees restored order to the field, St. 
Louis’ Washington, Ottis Anderson and Charlie Baker, and 
Chicago's Van Horne were ejected from the game. 

And neither coach was happy with the proceedings. 

“We talked about poise and pride and not getting penal- 
ized, and then we go out there, and though it’s a silly thing 
to happen, it’s both teams’ fault,’ said Bears coach Mike 
Ditka. ‘| disagree with it and it’s stupid.”’ 

SAID ST. LOUIS COACH Gene Stallings, ‘The scuf- 
fling around and all that is unfortunate. But our guys wer- 
en’t intimidated. And Chicago is a very tough, intimidating 
team. We’re playing the world’s champs and we’re trying 
to get an edge.” 

Stallings started to pull his team off the field when ord- 
er was finally restored, but only six Cardinals actually left 
the field before Stallings called his team back. 

“| didn’t feel like we were getting any protection,’’ he 
said. 

And throughout most of the game Chicago’s running 
backs and quarterbacks also must have thought they wer- 
en't getting any protection. 

‘| WAS DISAPPOINTED in our blocking,” Ditka said. 
“We really didn’t block. It was a miracle anyone gained 
any yardage running.” 

And the passing game wasn’t as effective that night 
“either, as Chicago ran most of its plays out of a one back 
formation. 

Mike Tomezak wasn't as effective against St. Louis’ first 
string defensive unit as he was the previous two weeks. 
Tomezak completed just eight of 17 attempts for 163 yards, 
including one touchdown pass and two interceptions. 

“THE FIRST INTERCEPTION | just forced the ball in 
there,”’ he said. “‘It was just a stupid mistake on my part. 
We just have to.iron those things out real quick. You have 


CHICAGO’S WILBER MARSHALL and St. Louis’ Ottis Anderson exchanged a few words in one of Saturday night’s side- 
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WILLIAM PERRY did his imitation of a basketball player and slammed St. Louis quarterback Neil Lomax to the ground 
in second quarter action of the Bears-Cardinals game Saturday. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


to get out there and compete and start executing. And 
when things don’t execute sometimes you have trouble. 
St. Louis played us tough tonight. We just have to exe- 
cute like we did the last couple of weeks and we'll be all 
right. Renalties hurt us but that’s part of football. We have 
to start playing some smart football and we'll be all right.” 

Up until the St. Louis game Chicago was doing extreme- 
ly well in the penalty department. But against the Cardi- 
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shows during the game. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


nals Chicago committed nine penalties for 75 yards. 

Neither one of Tomezak’s interceptions or the one by 
Steve Fuller led to any points by the Cardinals, bui they 
did stop some Bear drives. : 

“The interceptions were bad,” Ditka said. ‘“The quar- 
terbacks had some pressure on them but they did a pret- 
ty good job.”’ 

THE BEARS WERE fortunate to be down by only seven 
points early in the first quarter. Tomezak threw his first 
interception of the preseason less than five minutes into 
the*game, and the Cardinals had the ball at the Bears’ 
40-yard line. Then on St. Louis’ next play from scrimmage 
quarterback Neil Lomax threw a pass in the end zone right 
into the hands of safety Dave Duerson, but he dropped 
the ball. Then to top it off, St. Louis’ John Lee missed a 
field goal attempt and the Cardinals came away with 
nothing. 

St. Louis opened the scoring on its next possession af- 
ter Vai Sikahema returned a'60-yard punt by Maury Buford 
60 yards to Chicago’s 26-yard line. 

Then three plays later, for one of the few times under 
the reign of Ditka, the Bears’ defense was fooled on a trick 
play. Lomax threw a lateral to Roy Green, who passed to 
a wide open J.T. Smith in the end zone for the score and 


the Cardinals led, 7-0. 


BUT TOMCZAK WAS able ito return to his form of the 
Continued Page 6 


Ken’s Auto Repair 


Serving Clovis Area 


Discount Prices, 
Foreign & Domestic, 
Free Estimates, 
Quality Repairs. 


Luncheon *Dinner *Supper 
Cocktails *Fine Wines 
Watch us spin fresh pasta for you 


in our open kitchen, and enjoy 
fine Northern Italian dishes ina 
unique turn-of-the-century Bolog- 
nese setting. Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 
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Bears-Cardinals Statistics 


SCORING SUMMARY 
St. Louis Cardinals ...........ccceeecevenee 7700 — 14 
Chicago’ Bears cove ncaqewacevmrins sites nee? 7000- 7 
St. Louis, 1, J.T. Smith 31-yd. pass from Green (Lee kick) (2-26) 
Chicago Bears, 1, Gault 23-yd. pass from Tomezak (Butler kick) (3-68) 
St. Louis, 2, Anderson, 9-yd. pass from Lomax (Lee kick) (10-80) 
Weather: Fair, cool, 61% humidity, temperature 69°, wind and direction, 
NE at 12 mph 


Attendance 66,030, tickets distributed 66,030, time 3:14 
FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Cards Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS ..................5- 14 16 
By" RUSHING: cesses atta nahn ate 8 7 
ByiPassingscarhhachattaeaen cpeatedes sales 5 8 
BY: RerialtVi..2 ances annie abate aerate 1 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 6-15 6-14 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 0-1 1-1 
NOTAU NETAYARDS feeenina sates. rete 232 334 
Total Off, Plays 
(Inc. times passing).................... 60 59 
Av. Gain per Off. Play .................4. 3.9 5.7 
NET YARDS RUSHING .................... 134 153 
Total Rushing Plays ..................... 33 29 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.................. 44 5.3 
NET YARDS PASSING ........ Nhe eee 98 181 
Times Thrown — 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ...............0. 3-21 2-16 
Gross Yds. Passing...............+-..5 119 200 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
RADIINTERCERTED Ree. sectcahae, omens 24-12-0 28-13-3 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing)......-....... 3.6 6.0 
PUNTS — NO. AND.AV................055. 635.7 5-44.4 
Had Blocked hy... .- .csne. antes rinr es 0 0 
TOTALRETAYARDAGES sae elodne eee 143 30 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 2-69 3-12 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 2-58 1-18 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret................5. 3-16 0-0 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 7-49 9-75 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 1-0 0-0 
TOUCHDOWNS! faeet. > tas. eine 2 1 
Rushing save sane os5 sper e ee eee are 0 0 
Bassingtce onthe: «case otths steteeresmiee Ts ate 2 1 
Returns(s.2". te. ot spare ore 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. =, SEE 2-2 1-1 
BG(MADE="AN Ti, sat ci dne see oh ee 0-2 0-1 
TIME-OF POSSESSION.s 00... 22. se se * 30:16 29:44 


ATTENTION 


ROAD GAME FANS 
20TH CENTURY TRAVEL 


PRESENTS 


kKkekekk 


SUPER TRIP 


ATTAMPA BAY — NOV. 9TH, 1986 
4 NITES FROM 389°° pp.po. 


2, 3, 5, & 6 NITE PACKAGE IS ALSO AVAILABLE 
““WE’RE GOING TO TAMPA TO 


WASTE A FEW $$BUCKS$$”’ 


FOR COMPLETE DETAILS ON THIS TRIP AND 
ON OTHER ROAD GAME TRIPS CALL OUR 


CHICAGO BEARS HOTLINE 
24 HOURS — 7 DAYS A WEEK 
— (312-532-0003) — 
OR OUR OFFICE AT 


PHONE 687-7815 
5543 W. 139th St., OAK FOREST, as e 60452 
TES SUBJECT TO CH. 
PLEASE eS ADDITIONAL NEORNATION TO 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


Net 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. 
Anderson O87. ire ricds Ms oe wnn 8 360 4.5 
Ferrell Se sores owe any rere 6 24 = 440 
Wolfley ses stags tabhacs tee 2 14-555 
Mitchell's. 2... a292%,05 sa04 Beer 5 42 84 
Sikahemav.....divaen-cwerees sisters 5 9 1.8 
Sargent): ceca ade tle 4 16 84.0 
Bruhnei« yiPecaete sont cgeee 3 -4 1.3 
: TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD 
LOMAXi..<5 see 19 9 81 1/8 1 
Green...2...... 1 1 31 0/0 1 
Brunner ........ 4 2 Te 218450 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. 
Anderson, caatec toc see ase cles 5 46 
Ji: Smitha. < ecoeas feeb eon aeeta es 2 34 
Greens. A¥.s)> 22s eee 1 13 
Wolfley: '.#si3.0. oe e eee 2 2 
Homan s.us,.<. 2. cee ee ee 1 18 
Mitchell ts :.Je2.cg ack Fete oe 1 6 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. 
NOGQAN od. etating-s)<o ba toc ous aston ess 1 11 
YOUNG peascitcorsawle Sc snr ia tea 1 0 
WS mitliag.fvis erated )e"sys Osta usecateiee 1 5 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB 
Wagner.............5 65 214 3h) 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. 
Sikahema .. ; 7. «pabeteesedars 2 1 69 
TLOUCHDACK! <5 aaa. 1 
Qutiofiboundsweseeeen n=. - 1 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. 
Cane ack. Oo 1 34 
Sikahema. os caeete-cinie. «<a. 26 oe Ream a 1 24 
FUMBLES Fum 
Bronnenaes ee 4% ae. og he cee EO 1 
Chicago Bears 
Net 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. 
Payton .syssc wrote ete 9 47 52 
TOMCZAK Sees ase cee eet 1 8 8.0 
JNOMAS 3. Anes. cores Eee ee 2 26 =: 13.0 
Sanders’. <<. Wye stcey-ts0s cee 7 225 3:1 
EUS... Seen ciel 3 19°) -6:3 
TeHSChIKG vows eoeesc. ok ane 1 Ti 31140 
ANdeISONacwats ose saath o% < 4 10 +25 
JONGS Stn cete case 32 Sagsthy 2 107 = 76:0 
TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD 
Tomezak........ 17 8 163 0/0 1 
Fulldtie.t.-:.2ca8 11 5 37 26 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. 
Margeruin 2 os.ceee. ste es eae 1 13 
GaultJn.:2 Maes SEE Nocatee 3 79 
PayiOny.c.. cole OO 6, eee tts 1 5 
Wrightman), 2 cc at. oi iow. 23 sea fas 2 32 
TOMAS 4 coheed ts ..ctesse. aan 1 15 
Moorehead 1. Oso ..c.<e xara 1 30 
Dunsmore..av. Wine ties cuter 1 10 
OnEQ0%. costes setae eee ce 1 4 
Sanders... sensacoco are samara 1 7 
Willlams:. . 3tia. . os ota «2 ase 1 5 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. 
None 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB 
Buford tt. ae on sne sas 3 137 45.7 4 
TelSCHIK Ye oeoae alae 2 8 425" 30 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds 
Barnes’ -% 3-7 oacw ae pee os 3 0 12 
Downed 2.2508; for asians 1 
*Out of bounds .............. 1 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. 
ANGGISONTS 2a nth acta tiie = ee Pees 1 18 


FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
St. Louis Cardinals 
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PUNTER JOHN TELTSCHIK ran for a first down in se- 
cond half action in the Bears’ game against St. Louis Satur- 
day night. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


FUMBLES 


None 


Kafentzis 


Phillips... ..... 


Rains .. 
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~ Own 
Fum. Ree. 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 
Colts 
A. S® “VE inte ORD 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 9 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
‘0; 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 1 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 9 0 0 
0 1 7 0 0 
Bears 
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Bell Grateful He’s Back 


Todd Bell felt good about coming back. In the end, how 
he felt was as important as how much he was paid (a lot) 
and how many alternatives he had (not many). 

After being away for 18 months, there are wounds that 
money can only help heal. A long time ago, this became 
a matter of pride that only an athlete can understand. 

TODD BELL PLAYED for the Bears for four years 
without saying much. He didn’t complain about being draft- 
ed in the fourth round. He worked hard to get into the 


Pierson 


lineup. When he was given a chance to play, he became 
an all-pro. 

He did everything by the rules. Then he assumed the 
Bears would take care of him. 

In his mind, they didn’t. 

THAT WAS AT the heart of the problem. The black and 
white issue of money became confused with the gray areas 
of value and esteem. 

Bell thought he was worth more to the Bears than they 
thought. But somehow the disagreement became more 
complicated than that. Bell began to think the Bears didn’t 
appreciate him. 

On the other hand, former defensive coordinator Bud- 
dy Ryan was calling Bell the most valuable player on the 
most impressive defense in football. On the other hand, 
coach Mike Ditka was saying the Bears could and would 


line up and play without him and they would and could 
play well. 

BELL HAD DONE everything the company had asked 
of him and the company didn’t seem to acknowledge it. 
Whether that was true or not, it became Bell’s perception. 
The picture was not clarified much by the presence of 
Bell’s agent, Howard Slusher, who from start to finish 
never pretended Bell was his most important client. 

When the impasse went beyond the point of no return 
last season for Bell and Al Harris, pride overshadowed 
practicality. 

When it came time to come back, both men said it was 
more important for them to feel wanted again than to feel 
rich. They knew how much money they were going to get. 
It was going to be essentially the same amount they turned. 
down a year ago. What they had to know was how badly 
the Bears wanted them. 

BOTH PREFERRED A trade because they felt the 
bridges were burned. Then they found out, essentially, that 
other teams didnt’ want them any worse than the Bears 
did. 

But did the Bears want them? Sure, the Bears were will- 
ing to pay them handsomely. But did they merely want 
to sign them to trade them? Did they really feel they could 
help them win another Super Bowl? 

Harris said a call from new defensive corodinator Vince 
Tobin helped convince him. Harris hadn't even met Tobin, 
so Harris had to know right off that Tobin’s concern was 
more than friendship. 

AS AWSOME AS the Bears were last season, they 
lucked out in one vital area: injuries. An injury to Wilber 
Marshall or Dave Duerson would have begged for a Har- 
ris or a Bell. 

Bell’s return followed the path set by Harris. Bears’ 
general manager Jerry Vainisi had invited Harris and his 
father to an ice-breaking session in May. He invited Bell 
and his father to a similar meeting July 11. 

Slusher accused Vainisi of unethical tactics for circum- 
venting him to get to his client. Vainisi figured he had no 
more to lose than what he was already missing: a good 
player. 

SHORTLY AFTER HARRIS reported to training camp 
in Platteville, Wis., he phoned Bell. 


Continued Next Page 
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TODD BELL CAME out of Saturday’s game against the Cardinals with a few good hits and no injuries in his first game 


in over a year. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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The Bears are hot after winning Super Bow! XX 
and already have their sights set on Super Bowl 
XXI at the Rose Bowl. 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 
publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 
coverage of the Bears... and their winning ways. 

_ It's Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that’s a must for 
every Bear fan. 

If you subscribe today, you'll get all the Bear 
facts delivered to your home or office. 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! 


BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 
#89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


(-)J-year (26 issues) for only [_] 2-years (52 issues) ‘for only 
$19.95, a BIG 38% $35.95, a BIGGER 44% 
SAVINGS over the SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $32.50 news: and price of $65.00, 

(7 Check here if this is a renewal 

Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year in 

addition to subscription costs. Please enclose this additional 

amount with your order, if requesting special handling. 


J 


(_] Yes, | want to follow the Bears to Super Bow! XX!. Enter 
my subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated, 


Name 

Address 

City é ~—* State Zip 
[1 enclose payment - check or Unconditional Money 
__ money order Back Guarantee, 
| Please charge my credit card If you are not 


Satisfied, a full refund 
on the remaining por- 
tion of your subscrip- 
tion will be sent. 


(| MasterCard C)viSA 
Card No = 
Be Bie 12 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY!! 
SBSSSSeona oss 
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Bell 


Continued From Page 5 


‘He said he was glad he was back and the players had 
welcomed him,” said Bell. ‘‘Knowing he went through the 
same thing gave me some kind of confirmation within my 
heart. He kind of encouraged me. He said, ‘Todd, 
whatever it takes, do what you have to do. But I’m enjoy- 
ing it.’ 

“| was garteful to Al for calling me.”’ 

AFTER RETURNING FROM London, Vainisi again in- 
vited the Bells — this time with Slusher — to a summit 
conference in Halas Hall. It was Aug. 5, breakthrough day. 

It was also the first face-to-face negotiation among all 
the parties in the two-year history of the dispute, kind of 
hard to believe. For four hours, they talked and when it 
was over, Vainisi felt defeated. 

‘| thought it was over for good,” said Vainisi. 

BUT DURING THE meeting, Vainisi and Slusher had 
a confrontation that may have turned into a reconciliation 
as far as the Bells were concerned. 

Vainisi said he cussed Slusher and accused him of hav- 
ing no regard for the best interests of his client. 

“| told him he obviously didn't care as much about get- 
ting Todd signed as | did,”’ Vainisi said. 

THE OUTBURST APPARENTLY paved the way for 


Cardinals Win 


Continued From Page 3 


last two weeks on Chicago’s next series. On Chicago’s 
first play, Tomezak connected with Willie Gault on a 
45-yard pass that would have been an easy touchdown 
for Gault if Tomezak had hit him in stride. 

But that didn’t matter when two plays later Tomcezak 
again teamed up with Gault on a 23-yard touchdown pass 
to tie the game with 5:05 left in the first quarter. 

The Bears were hurt in the second quarter by penal- 
ties. After the Bears and St. Louis traded punts at the start 
of the quarter, Chicago kept the ball for over six minutes 
without scoring. The Bears worked the ball to the St. Louis 
49-yard line when Kurt Becker was called for holding. Then 
three plays later when Chicago had the ball at St. Louis’ 
30-yard line, Becker again was penalized, this time being 
called for a personal foul. 

TWO MORE PENALTIES and four incomplete passes 
by Tomezak led to a fourth down and 20 from the St. Louis 
40-yard line, and the Bears were forced to punt. 

St. Louis was then able to run a good two-minute drill, 
moving the ball 80 yards on 10 plays in 2:22 to score with 
33 seconds left in the half. 

St. Louis got into position to score on a 23-yard run by 
Stump Mitchell to bring the ball inside the 10-yard line. 

On third down and goal, Lomax completed a nine-yard 
pass to Ottis Anderson for the score and a 14-7 halftime 
lead. 

THE CARDINALS SCORED despite a great defensive 
effort by Reggie Phillips on second and goal to knock a 
pass away from Green in the end zone. 

The Bears couldn't score in the third quarter despite 
holding the ball for nearly 12 minutes in the period. In one 
possession the Bears held the ball for 9:25 but couldn’t 
put any points on the board. 

The drive started after a St. Louis punt pinned the Bears 
on their own five-yard line. Chicago moved as close as 
their own 44-yard line when John Teltschik came in to punt 
the ball. But instead Teltschik ran the ball around right end 


BRY-LIN HOSPITAL inc 


RUSH HALL BH 


at Bry-Lin Hospital 
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT PROGRAMS 


eAA-NA/AL-ANON ORIENTED eMEDICAL 
DETOXIFICATION 

e ADULT 4 WEEK TREATMENT PROGRAM — 
FREE EVALUATIONS 


e FAMILY PROGRAM/AFTERCARE/OUTPATIENT 
e|NDUSTRIAL CONSULTATIONS 
ePROPOSED ADOLESCENT PROGRAM 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL 


716-886-8200 


1263 Delaware Ave., 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


Vainisi and club president Michael McCaskey to contact 
the Bells later for a meeting without Slusher. The “Bells 
agreed. For an hour, McCaskey talked with Todd and 
Vainisi talked with Todd’s father. 

“Then we resumed negotiations the same night for 
about an hour,” said Vainisi. 

If Slusher was offended by Vainisi’s tactics, he didn’t 
say so publicly. Slusher is almost impossible to contact, 
not only for the media but for people like Bell and Vainisi. 

ON THE DAY he was to sign, Slusher was in a meeting 
in Oregon and was reached via Vainisi's car phone. 

Earlier in the day of the Aug. 5 meeting, Bell also talked 
with Ditka to iron out ‘things that were said’ and reaffirm 
the Bears’ desire to have Bell back. 

Ditka had blamed himself in part for causing the Harris 
holdout. 

“SOMETIMES PLAYERS GET the idea | don’t appreci- 
ate them,” he said. 

Bell admitted he regretted missing the Super Bowl sea- 
son, but said the year away was worth it. 

“I’ve come to find out after last year there is more to 
life than a Super Bowl ring,” he said. “I'd like to have one, 
but if | don’t get one in this life, I’m just grateful to be a 
part of a team like the Chicago Bears.” 

BELL GOT PAID a lot of money to again be a part of 
the Bears, but somehow that statement seemed to come 
more from the heart than the pocketbook. 


for 11 yards and a first down. 


The drive stalled at St. Louis’ 35-yard line, and a 52-yard 
field goal attempt by Kevin Butler was short. 

BUFORD HAD ANOTHER strong night punting, aver- 
aging 45.7 yards on three punts. 

Teltschik wasn’t as sharp, kicking a 34-yard punt to go 
with a 51-yarder. 

Ditka wasn't too worried about the Bears’ performance 
in the game. And that may be because he had planned 
on sticking with one offensive formation the entire game 
no matter what happened. And as the game went on, it 
became more clear that formation wasn’t working. 

“| THINK IT WAS a good game for us,” he said. ‘‘It 
shows you one thing. We can't get penalties and turn the 
ball over and be effective. 

“And maybe they're better than us. | don’t know. It’s 
a good game just to get back to reality.” 

And after running that one offensive formation the en- 
tire game it-almost appeared Ditka wanted to lose this 
game. The Bears might be better off for it. 


GAME NOTES: The Bears clinched their first winning 
preseason since 1983 (3-1) and only their sixth in the 
last 20 years. The Bears went 6-0 in 1958, their last 
undefeated exhibition season. .. The Bears had won 
12 consecutive games at Soldier Field before Satur- 
day’s game. Their last loss was on Aug. 17, 1985 (24-13 
to Indianapolis)... The Bears had posted nine con- 
secutive wins, including preseason, before the St. 
Louis game and have won 22 of their last 24 games... 
Saturday’s meeting was the 15th consecutive time the 
Bears and Cardinals have met in a preseason game. 
The Bears hold a 52-25-6 advantage over St. Louis in 
the regular season. . . Mike Ditka and St. Louis coach 
Gene Stallings were coaching mates at Dallas from 
1973-81... Ditka is now 0-5 in preseason games 
against the Cardinals and 0-2 against them in the requ- 
lar season. .. The Bears’ game against the Cardinals 
was the first nationally televised preseason game 
played at Soldier Field. 
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STEVE FULLER LOOKS for an open receiver in the se- 
cond half of Saturday’s game against the Cardinals. (Bear 
Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Ditka Faces 
Tough Cuts 


With all the talent in the Bears’ camp this summer, 
Coach Mike Ditka said this year has been the toughest 
one for making cuts since he came to Chicago. 

“| don't think there's any question about that,"’ he said. 
“In the past | was relatively sure about people. But now 
I’m just picking one over the other one, thai’s all.”’ 

One position in particular, wide receiver, has been giv- 
ing Ditka nightmares. And Lew Barnes may have locked 
in a position with his punt returning ability. 

“I'd be a fool to cut a man who’s averaging 16 yards 
on punt returns,"’ he said. ‘‘He has.a knack for it, so it's 
going to make my decision awfully hard.” 

Another tough decision awaiting Ditka is whether or not 
to keep 10-year veteran Brian Baschnagel. 


“| would say he’s on the bubble, yes,” Ditka said. ‘It 
becomes a numbers game and you just have to count 
them. There’s a lot of guys.it’s going to be tough with. | 
like them all. That's my problem. !'m not comfortable. And 
it’s basically because of the cuts. And/fhat bothers me. 

“| have a tendency to go with young over old. That 
doesn’t mean I'm right, but | have-a tendency to do that, 
We could be radically different at wide receiver, there’s 
no question about it.”’ 


Ditka said players who can play more than one posi- 
tion will have an advantage at making the team. 

“You can keep six running backs if one of the running 
backs iga receiver," he said. “You can keep five receivers 
if one of the receivers is on the special teams. On defense, 
it’s going to be the same thing. Guys will have to be two 
position players. That's what it's going to come down to. 
It’s unfair that the numbers are too low for us right now~ 


Buffalo Bills 


Buffalo Bills vs. 


Numerical Roster 


. Name Pos, 
Walter Broughton........... WR 
John Kidd ............. KP 
Bruce Mathison ......... .QB 
Scott Norwood ...,..... K 
Brian McClure..............QB 
Frank Reich ............. .Q8 
Joe Cribbs .............4. RB 
Donald Wilson .....2....... S 
Steve Freeman............. S 
Jim Perryman ..............8 
ROU HE sakes seicbe ans os suk cB 
Charles Romes............. cB 
Ron Pitis....,..........3..€8 
Greg Bell................ RB 
Derrick Burroughs ........ CB 
Anthony Hutchison.......... RB 
Ronnie Harmon ............ RB 
Carl Byrum .......-200 2.05 
Rodney Bellinger 
Mark Kelso ...........-2.44 
Ira Albright 0.00.6... 00005 
Robb Riddick 
Steve Cla: oc sss. uasyse ss 
Ricky Moore 
Martin Bayless ............. $ 
Lawrence Johnson.......... cB 


James Seawright ........... LB 
Jim Ritcher ........... se 36) 

Guy Frazier. .......... . LB 
Tony Furjanic............... LB 
Eugene Marve ......,..... LB 
Jim Haslett............-...LB 
Darryl Talley...............LB 
Lucius Sanford............. LB 
Stan David ............., LB 
Vince Villanucci ............NT 
Leonard Burton. ...... Ae 

Mark Traynowicz ...........G 

Jim Melka.................LB 
dustin Cross .....,.2. -....7_ 
Wayne Harris .....%........ G 

Tim Vogler . . c 

Greg Christy. ... G 

Joe Devlin. . * TF 

Dale Hellstrae..............T 

Ken Jones.........0.c00000T 

Don Smith........... NT 
Mike Hamby : .. NT 
Fred Smerlas ........ NT 
Ben Williams ; DE 
Bruce Smith ...............DE 
Dean Prater .......... DE 
Jerry Butler......... WR 
Mitchell Brookins ...........WR 
Eric Richardson . . .. WR 
Andre Reed........... WR 
Bob Williams nen TE 
Chris Burkett. ‘ WR 
Jimmy Teal . . oaees a2 FL 
Eason Ramson.....,.......TE 
Pete Metzelaars ...........TE 
Steve Maidiow .............LB 
Butch Rolle...... aa 
Billy Witt ..... ..DE 
Sean McNanie . DE 
Gary Wilkins ,. .. TE 
Alex Carter................DE 
Hal Garner ........ LB 
Will Wolford . . orl 
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College 
Jacksonville St. 
Northwestern 
Nebraska 
James Madison 
Bowling Green 
Maryland 
Auburn 

North Carolina St. 
Mississippi St. 
Millikin 
Kentucky St. 

N. Carolina Cent. 
UCLA 

Notre Dame 
Memphis St. 
Texas Tech 
lowa 

Miss. Valley St. 
Miami, FL 
William & Mary 
NE Oklahoma 
Millersville St. 


Georgia Tech 
Michigan St. 
South Carolina 
North Carolina St. 
Wyoming 

Notre Dame 
Saginaw Val. St. 
Indiana, PA 
West Virginia 
Georgia Tech 
Texas Tech 
Bowling Green 
South Carolina 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Western St., CO 
Mississippi St. 
Ohio St. 
Pittsburgh 
lowa 

SMU 

Arkansas St. 
Miami, FL 
Utah St. 
Boston College 
Mississippi 
Virginia Tech 
Oklahoma St. 
Clemson 
Ilinois 

San Jose St. 
Kutztown 

Penn State 
Jackson St. 
Texas A&M 
Washington St. 
Wabash 
Michigan St. 
Michigan St. 
North Alabama 
San Diego St. 
Georgia Tech 
Tennessee St. 
Utah State 
Vanderbilt 


v 


Saturday, August 30 
Notre Dame 


South Bend, Indiana. 
1:00 CST 
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” BEAR COACH MIKE DITKA 


Special to the Bear Report 

ORCHARD PARK, NY — To Say the arrival of Jim Kel- 
ly in Buffalo is the greatest thing to happen to the Bills 
since the heyday of O.J. Simpson would be an under- 
statement. 

As soon as it was announced that Kelly, who may go 
down in history as the greatest player ever in the USFL, 
had signed a five-year agreement with Buffalo worth an 
estimated $7.5 to $8 million, fans of the Bills who have 
been in hiding for a decade began lining up outside of Rich 
Stadium. Season ticket sales skyrocketed, as did in- 
divididual ticket purchases for the regular season opener 
vs. the New York Jets on Sept. 7. The massive contract 
was already reaping benefits for the club. 

““KELLY’S OUR FUTURE, because he’s given us 
something to build on,” said Buffalo head coach Hank Bul- 
lough. ‘We have that one big block to build on. He’s go- 
ing to be a great impact player, as much an impact player 
as any player can be. But there’s never been one player 
who's turned everything around in the National Football 
League.” 

Kelly realizes the weight of this lowly AFC East franchise 
is on his shoulders. The team has recorded a 2-14 record 
in each of the last two seasons and has been the laugh- 
ingstock of the entire NFL. In the past, when opponents 
prepared for a game with the Bills, it was hard to take the 
matchup seriously. All of that should change with Kelly 
at the helm. 

In the 1985 USFL season when Kelly was a member 
of the Houston Gamblers, he completed 360 of 567 at- 
tempts for 4,623 yards and 39 touchdowns — despite 
missing the last four games of the season with a knee in- 
jury. That compares to a total of 3,331 yards registered 
by Buffalo quarterbacks Bruce Mathison and the now- 
departed Vince Ferragamo (currently with the Packers) last 
season. The duo only had nine touchdown passes. Kelly, 
the Bills’ first-round draft choice out of the University of 
Miami in 1983, hopes he can repeat his USFL numbers 
this year. 

‘lM AN ATHLETE, I’m a competitor, whatever the sit- 
uation is,” he told the Buffalo media last week. ‘‘! can’t 
promise you a Super Bowl because you’re only as good 
as the people they put around you. If | get some help, | 
definitely think we can take this team to a championship.” 

While Kelly didn’t play vs. the Chiefs in a pre-season 
game at Kansas City last Saturday, he is expected to see 
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College 
Clemson 
Georgia 
Texas Tech 
BYU 


Tennessee 


McNeese State 
Arizona St 
Oregon 
Brigham Young 
Tenn State 
Ohio State 
Winois 
Wisconsin 

Miss. State 
Arkansas 
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Main Event Highlights Bears-Cardinals Game 


By Mark Friedlander 

Welcome to the Saturday night fights! 

In a game that will be remembered more for its alterca- 
tions than for its amount of good plays, the Bears went 
down fighting 14-7 to the St. Louis Cardinals at Soldier 
Field last Saturday night. Early on in the contest, there 
were numerous tussles on the field, but the ‘main event”’ 
took place midway through the third quarter. 

WITH THE BEARS driving in St. Louis territory, running 
back Thomas Sanders caught a seven-yard pass from QB 
Steve Fuller. That's when the rumble began. Most foot- 
ball fights don’t amount to anything, but this one is a real 
barnburner. Unfortunately for the Bears, all of the action 
took place on the St. Louis sideline. Two Bears, WR Keith 
Ortego and TE Pat Dunsmore, ended up on the ground 
and were kicked repeatedly by St. Louis players. Obvious- 
ly, the Bears retaliated, and the rumble intensified. 

The end result was four players being ejected from the 
game. Three were Cardinals: CB Lionel Washington, LB 
Charlie Baker and RB Ottis Anderson. The lone Bear given 
the boot was OT Keith Van Horne. y 

It’s just the Cardinal-Bear rivalry,’’ said Van Horne. ‘‘It 
got carried away, that’s all. | saw a guy cheap-shotting 
Ortego on the ground, kicking him in the face. | just react- 
ed. | wouldn't hesitate to do it again. However, | may 
choose my location better. You don’t want to do that on 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 


WEAR WHAT NFL PLAYERS AND COACHES WEAR— 


their sideline. You get qutnumbered real fast.”’ 

THE FIGHT CAUSED the game to be delayed for over 
10 minutes, and at one point, some of the Cardinals left 
the field and headed to the locker room. 

“| sure did call them off the field,’’ said St. Louis head 
coach Gene Stallings. ‘The game was getting out of con- 
trol... | also ordered them back on the field.” 

“Everybody got a little excited,’’ added Ottis Anderson. 
“Tempers were flaring. | was the peacemaker and | got 
caught being the peacemaker. I'm very sore.”’ 

BEARS HEAD COACH Mike Ditka was not pleased with 
all of the fighting that took place in the game. 

“Although it was both teams’ fault, it’s silly to have that 
happen on nationwide television. | think there was talk- 
ing early,” said Ditka. 

The coach added the fights made it hard for him to 
evaluate the performance of his team. 

“MAYBE YOU COULD evaluate these guys in Wrest- 
lemania. It wasn’t football,’’ Ditka said. 

Many of the Bear players said it isn’t surprising that an 
opponent would want to start up a few rumbles when play- 
ing the defending world champs. 

“When you’re on top, everybody wants to knock you 
off,’ said safety Dave Duerson. ‘Teams are going to ap- 
proach us in an aggressive style. They are going to try 
to beat us at our own game.” 
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NFL PRO LINE.... GET INTO IT! 


NFL PRO LINE, merchandise is the real thing. . authentic team gear made for the NFL by 
America’s top sporting apparel and equipment companies. NFL PRO LINE, is worn on NFL side- 
lines, in NFL games, and at practices. And now you can wear it, too. It's all in the new Official 
NFL Gift Catalog. To get your copy, send $1.00 to: NFL Gift Catalog Inc., 

10850 G Sanden Dr., Dallas TX 75238 
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NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGGE 


““THE GAME WASN’T in control from the beginning,” 
added LB Otis Wilson. “‘On one play, the ref was stand- 
ing right next to Wilber (Marshall) and their tackle took him 
out after the whistle. There was no call. We ain't gonna 
take it. You can’t let plays like that go.”’ 

In the second quarter, DT William Perry lifted St. Louis 


\ QB Neil Lomax off the ground and slammed him to the 


turf. The officials didn’t call a penalty because no whistle 
had been blown'to stop the play dead. 

“| don't like to see that,’’ said Ditka. ‘| don’t like to see 
any quarterback thrown down period.” If | was the offi- 
cial, | would have called (a penalty). It’s outside the rules 
of the game. We’ve seen quarterbacks get broken necks 
on plays like that. | disagree with that.” 

PERRY SAID HE picked up Lomax because the play 
wasn’t dead. He didn’t see anything wrong with his 
actions. 

“| believe the officials didn’t even show up tonight,” Per- 
ry said. 

*Lost in the shuffle of all the extracurricular activities 
was the first pro start of QB Mike Tomczak. He played a 
little over two quarters and completed 8 of 17 passes for 
163 yards and one touchdown. However, he also threw 
his first two interceptions of the pre-season. 

“IT WASN’T THE greatest show was it? | made some 
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test, Steam Engines, Many 
Rides & Attractions. 


For More information 
Call Tina 1-715-473-2602 
WABENO, WISCONSIN 


Rugger’s 
Landing 
Housekeeping 
Cabins 


eBar 
eRestaurant 


Ask us about our 
Fall Rates 


* Hwy. 51 
MERCER, WISCONSIN 


1-715-476-2530 


Hunter’s & Camper’s 
Companion 


ALL IN ONE TOOL 


Canvas Case With Belt Loops 
2% Ib. Carry Wei 


Heavy Duty Hand Grip 

Check or Charge Card 
%* 30 Day Money-Back 

Guarantee x 

; Shi Prepaid 
$1995 Bernese 
Name 
Address 
City, State,Zip 


VISA or M.C. No. 
(Circle One) 


é Hosler & Associates, Inc. 


P.O. Box 415 
BALLWIN, MISSQURI 63022 
Mention Chicago Bears 


Expir, Date 


Buffalo Bills 
VS. 


Chicago Bears 


Bills Offense 


80 Jerry Butler, 82 Eric Richardson 
72 Ken Jones, 71 Dale Hellestrae 
51 Jim Ritcher, 62 Mark Traynowicz 
65 Tim Vogler, 50W Mark Napolitan 
64 Wayne Harris, 69 Greg Christy 
70 Joe Devlin, 67 Darryl Caldwell 


87 Eason Ramson, 88, Pete Metzelaars 


84 Bob Williams 


83 Andre Reed, 85 Chris Burkett, 2 Shawn 


Potts, 1 Walter Broughton 


7 Bruce Mathison, 14 Frank Reich, 10 Art 


Schlichter 
42 Ricky Moore, 39 Ira Albright 


28 Greg Bell, 20 Joe Cribbs, 30 Anthony 


Hutchison 


Bills Defense 


77 Ben Williams, 95 Sean McNanie 
76 Fred Smerias, 74 Don Smith 

78 Bruce Smith, 79 Dean Prater 

56 Darryl Talley, 59 Stan David 

54 Eugene Marve, 53 Tony Furjanic 
55 Jim Haslett, 49 Mark Pike 

52 Guy Frazier, 99 Hal Garner 

29 Derrick Burroughs, 25 Rod Hill 
26 Charles Romes, 27 Ron Pitts 

22 Steve Freeman, 21 Donald Wilson 


43 Martin Bayless, 48 Lawrence Johnson, 


47 Charles Harbison 


Bills Specialists 


4 John Kidd, 6 David Nardone 


11 Scott Norwood, 8 Jason Staurovsky 


40 Robb Riddick, 5 Joe Howard 


21 Donaid Wilson, 30 Anthony Hutchison 


71 Dale Hellestrae, 64 Wayne Harris 
4 John Kidd 


| 


Bears Offense 


83 Willie Gault, 86 Brad Anderson 
74 Jim Covert, 71 Andy Frederick 
62 Mark Bortz, 64 Joe Spivak 

63 Jay Hilgenberg, 60 Tom Andrews 
57 Tom Thayer, 79 Kurt Becker 


78 Keith Van Horne, 71 Andy Frederick 
87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 


82 Ken Margerum, 89 Keith Ortego 

34 Walter Payton, 29 Dennis Gentry 

26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
9 Jim McMahon, 4 Steve Fuller 


Bears Defense 


99 Dan Hampton, 73 Mike Hartenstine 
76 Steve McMichael, 72 William Perry 


72 William Perry, 99 Dan Hampton 
95 Richard Dent, 98 Tyrone Keys 
55 Otis Wilson, 59 Ron Rivera 

50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 
58 Wilber Marshall, 90 Al Harris 
27 Mike Richardson, 31 Ken Taylor 
48 Reggie Phillips, 31 Ken Taylor 
22 Dave Duerson, 23 Shaun Gayle 
45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 


Bears Specialists 


6 Kevin Butler 

8 Maury Buford, 10 John Teltschik 
92 Lew Barnes, 89 Keith Ortego 
83 Willie Gault, 29 Dennis Gentry 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 

4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomezak 


Bears 


Continued From Page 8 


mistakes,’ Tomezak said. ‘‘Overall, | wasn’t happy with 
my performance. On the interceptions, | was trying to force 


’ the ball in. You see a guy open real quick and try to force 


itin there. You have to execute. When you don’t execute, 
you're in trouble.” 

Ditka said Tomczak played well despite the few misfires. 

“Mike could have thrown for two touchdowns tonight. 
You can’t turn the ball over. That’s the only thing Mike 
did wrong,”’ said Ditka. i 

STEVE FULLER ALSO played quarterback for the 
Bears. He completed 5 of 11 passes for 37 yards and was 
intercepted once. Starting QB Jim McMahon missed his 
third consecutive game due to a right hip flexor strain. He 
is expected to play vs. the Bills next Saturday at Notre 
Dame Stadium. 

°Rookie RB Neil Anderson and veteran safety Todd Bell 
saw their first action of the season in the loss to St. Louis. 
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Both players came to terms with the club less than two 


weeks ago. 


“Anderson and Bell looked good. | don’t have any ques- 


tions about those two kids,’’ said Ditka. 


FOR ANDERSON, IT was the first time he ever played 
in a pro game. He carried the ball four times for ten yards. 

“It felt good. It’s hard to get started when you’re only 
out there for a few plays,’’ said Anderson. “Right now I’m 
not sore or anything. The hitting comes naturally. Once 
| get the knowledge of the system, when they want me 
in, I'll be ready to go.” 

Bell missed the entire 1985 season due to a contract 
dispute. Even though he is currently a second-stringer, 
he isn’t complaining. 

“I’m just grateful | got through the game injury-free,”’ 
said Bell. ‘‘l’m looking forward to getting back in the swing 
of things. My timing is a little off right now and my legs 
are tight. But those aren’t excuses. That burst isn’t there. 
Maybe in another week or so.”’ Bell recorded one solo tack- 
le while playing exclusively in the second half. 
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Four-Game Totals 


Bears Cumulative Statistics 


1986 Preseason Bears 3-1 
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defensive backfield since 1978. 

: Punter John Kidd (a Northwestern graduate) setan NFL 
Haensel pafich Shooting Preserve récord in 85 with 33 punts inside the opponents’ 20-yard 
of South Dakota # line. Placekicker Scott Norwood converted 10 straight field 


September 1st-March 37st. Fe? . 
Pheasant ¢Quail Partridge *Fishing also Doves & Waterfowl in Season goals to open the 1985 season and finished with 13. of 17 


Trap Shooting & Horseback Riding and 72 points. 
Full Accommodations w/Saloon, Guides & Kennels ae “There isn’t a single area of our team which couldn't 
Birds Cleaned & Frozen, Transportation from = be upgraded,”’ Bullough said at the beginning of training 
peelor Abort Fee SOR EAs : camp. “Our players showed last year that they are will- 
ing workers. Hopefully effort, with the addition of some new 


Tet eae BBR S40S memeeyta pews talent, will get us back on the track to a contending posi- 
. 2, Box 17, Montrose, South Dakota 57048 eet ” 
tion in the AFC East. 


WILD BOAR 
TROPHY HUNTING!!! 


Year around hunting with full accommodations in 
Grand Canyon Country of Pennsylvania 


Non-trophy hunting on all game 
Brochure - Reservations 717-724-1500 
eAfrican Game *Exotic Game, 7 breeds sheep, 5 breeds deer 
eMt. Goat eRed Stag *Buffalo °Elk 
Alan & Annette Harmon 
RD.5, . 
WELLSBORO, PENNSYLVANIA 16901 Black Boar Hunting Lodge 
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McMahon Doesn’t Show Leadership 


The latest round of name-calling between Bear quar- 
terback Jim McMahon and coach Mike Ditka wasn’t about 
rebellion and punishment, as these tiffs usually are. Not 
to Ditka anyway. To Ditka, the issue was McMahon's 
career, If he can’t stay healthy enough to play, he won't 
havea very long one: 

Ditka wouldn’t say as much, of course. Coaches and 
players don't talk about early retirements any more than 
test pilots talk about funerals. After the pair said they 
patched things up in a meeting last week, Ditka told report- 
ers, ‘All the problems are a figment of your guys’ imagi- 
nation, period.” 

IT SURE WAS vivid. One-day, Ditka called McMahon 
an overweight pouter and didn’t rule out starting a.differ- 
ent quarterback in the season opener. The next day, 
McMahon said the coach was just sore because he 
wouldn't kiss his hip pad. Two days later, McMahon spent 
practice in the whirlpool without telling anyone he had ag- 
gravated an upper leg injury the previous day. The next 
day, the day before the exhibition game against Indianapo- 
lis, he missed a meeting while he was filming a television 
commercial. 

McMahon must have been eager to find out if the $1,000 
in fines for missing the practice and meeting were also 
figments of reporters’ imaginations. 

The whole scene was out of Ditka’s motivational text- 
book. Even if it didn’t motivate McMahon, he sent a clear 
message to the rest of the players by suggesting the star 
quarterback wasn’t sure to start the opener. Ditka had to 
seize every opportunity for creative tension on a Super 
Bowl champion that was trouncing its exhibition op- 
ponents. 

BUT THERE WAS indication Ditka’s outburst was more 
than.a ploy. A team executive indicated genuine concern 
from Ditka that McMahon’s free spirit is jeopardizing his 
career, “He's been enjoying all this a little too much,” a 
player said of McMahon's notoriety after the Super Bowl. 

Ditka finally was conceding McMahon's injury might be 
more serious than he had thought. McMahon had hurt him- 
self on the first day of training camp, and the setback be- 
fore the Indianapolis game was the third aggravation in 
five weeks. Afterthe game, Ditka stopped scolding McMa- 


hon for missing practice and started scolding him for not 
doing enough to get better. 

McMahon didn’t tell either Ditka or trainer Fred Caito 
about his turn for the worse in a Wednesday practice. Caito 
learned of it Friday night from McMahon's agent. 

“THAT’S WHERE THE problem came in,” Ditka said. 
“It's just something that has to be talked about and worked 
on. We've got to find out exactly what he can do in prac- 
tice — what he feels he can do, what the trainer feels he 
can do. We've got to find out the extent of the injury.” 


By 
Kevin 
Lamb 


Three weeks from the Sept. 7 opener, Ditka called ita 
‘legitimate’ concern that McMahon's injury may linger 
that long. ‘I’ve had pulled muscles,” he said. “They're 
no fun, Especially if you're twisting and turning and throw: 
ing the football and trying to sprint away from defensive 
ends. You can aggravate it quite a bit.” 

McMahon needed time to heal and he needed time to 
prepare for action, and he needed them both fast. Through 
three of the five exhibitions, he had played 12 downs, and 
he was expected to miss the fourth game last Saturday. 

“WE CAN RUN dummy drills all day long,’’ Ditka said, 
“but you don’t get a sense of the speed of the game of 
football and the collision factor until you go against some- 
body like the Indianapolis or St. Louis defense. That’s what 
Jim has to do. Take the snaps live and see the defenses, 
see the patterns open, those kind of things.”’ 


os q 


McMahon didn't see any doubt that he could play 
against Cleveland Sept. 7. He didn’t care about these ex- 
hibitions anyway. He takes almost as much pride in flop- 
ping when games don’t count as he does in succeeding 
when they do count. 

He also enjoys proving he is different from your aver- 
age Bear. McMahon hasn’t said so, but it’s doubtful if he 
can imagine any greater result coming out of training camp 
than to prove he doesn't need strenuous off-season con- 
ditioning drills or exhibition games. To Ditka, that asser- 
tion “defies logic,’’ which no doubt makes McMahon cling 
to it even tighter. 

IN MAY, McMAHON joked about being fat. In August, 
he said it was all part of his plan. ““The more weight you 
have, the more padding you have and the less injuries are 
likely to happen,”’ he said. 

“I can agree with that,’’ general manager Jerry Vainisi 
said. ‘Playing heavier is fine as long as it’s conditioned 
weight. But to go in there and play quarterback in the 
shape the general manager’s in, it causes problems. 
That’s where you get groin pulls.”’ 

McMahon's pulled muscle, the hip flexor, is above the 
groin. It helps lift the upper leg in a running motion. The 
injury can vary in degrees, but Caito said, “I’ve had four 
or five of those in camp this summer.” He said free agaent 
tight end Tim Stracka didn’t miss a practice with a similar 
injury. 

| DON’T THINK Jim has anything very seriously wrong 
with him,”’ Caito said. But yes, he added, McMahon's in- 
different conditioning may have contributed to the injury, 
or at least the time it has lasted. 

“| don’t think he came into camp in real good shape,” 
Caito said. “When you work that hard, all of a sudden you 
get aches and pains. He’s had a rough training camp. | 
wish he would have come in in a little better shape. | think 
he would have had less problems.”’ 

Ditka avoided flat-out calling McMahon lazy or compla- 
cent, but he knows complacency is the biggest obstacle 
in front of his talented team this year. He knows it’s most 
likely to surface in terms of conditioning. This is the fourth 
NFL champion he has been with. He knows the pattern. 

Continued Next Page 


Your South Suburban Bears Souvenir Headquarters 
“Shop Where The Pros Shop”’ 
As Featured on ‘‘The NFL Today”’ 


* Official Bears Starter Jackets from $74.95 
* Authentic Bears Pro Line Products from $15.95 


* Chicago Bears Desk Top Telephones 
(It Plays Fight Song) $74.95 
We Specialize in ‘Big Guys’ Sizes 
For Your Convenience, We Accept Mail 
Orders With Your Visa or MasterCard 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 312-748-0051 
We Specialize in Mail Orders 


LINCOLN MALL 
MATTESON, IL 


ORLAND PARK PLACE 
ORLAND PARK, IL 


LOUIS JOLIET MALL 
JOLIET, IL 


EVERGREEN PLAZA 
EVERGREEN PARK, IL 
(Opening Soon) 
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IT STARTS WITH the off-season demand for a Super 
Bowl winner. Adoring fans and businessmen cut into his 
time and desire to work out. The next summer, he reports 
to training camp in less sturdy condition than usual. Then 


he gets hurt. 


Good leadership is one of the antidotes to complacen- 
cy. Players who won't listen to their coach's sermons might 
take a clue from seeing respected teammates work as hard 
as ever. Since McMahon already was an influential play- 
er, Ditka asked him to exercise that type of leadership- 
by-example this year. 

This was not what he had in mind. 

‘| THINK THAT’S where the frustration comes in,” 
Vainisi says. ‘Mike hasn't seen the kind of leadership he 
wants. No question, Jim is a leader of the offensive unit. 
But there are different ways to go about it.’’ 
McMahon's teammates know him, though. They aren’t 


BIG WINNIE 


CUT FOOT SIOUX 
AREA ‘‘Famous 
Walleye Alley”’ also 
Northern & Jumbo 
Perch. Modern 
Housekeeping Cabins 
w/TV and Boat, $180 
& Up. Lodge, Camp- 
ground, New Dock 
w/Slip and Playground 
Area. Great Fall 
Fishing. Open Year 
Round Except Last 2 
Weeks of Dec., Open 
Feb. 15 


1-218-246-8546 


Pines Winnie 
Dam Resort 


The Steam Train 
& Riverboat 


Great Fun for the Entire Family! 
FALL SCHEDULE 
September 3 thru November 23 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
November 28 thru December 28 


Call or Write 
For 1987 Train Schedule 


Valley Railroad Co. 


P.O. Box 452 
ESSEX, CONNECTICUT 
06426 


203-767-0103 


HCR-3, Box 746 
DEER RIVER, MINNESOTA 56636 


Great Kansas Pheasant Hunting 
October 15-March 31 
6-Bird/Day Private or Company Groups of 4 to 
12, 1280 Acres Preserve. 4000 Acres Native 
Pheasant Hunting. Accommodations, Guides 
_ and Dogs. Three Family Style Meals/Day. 
Brochure & References. : Tile 


Ringneck Ranch 


c/o Houghton Stock Farms 
Phone 913-373-4835 


Lucerne 


for less: $148. 


We’re having a SwissSale! From September 1 to November 
30, 1986, our Lucerne land package is just $148 per. person, 


double occupancy. Package details include: 


°7 days/6 nights at a three-star hotel, all rooms with private 


bath or shower. 
Use of rental car throughout 


eAir departures Monday through Thursday (airfare not 


included). 


For more information and our new SwissSale brochure, 


call our toll-free number: 
800-221-4750 or 312-641-8830 
And catch our falling prices! 


> 


going to follow his outrageous example, and they aren't 
worried about whether he’ll be ready when the games start 
counting. : 

“| was skeptical when Jim was first here,’’ defensive 
end Dan Hampton says. ‘‘Did he really have that desire 
to win? But the last few years have really squelched any 
doubt | had. When it's nut-cutting time, he makes the plays 
and wins the games. There’s no other criteria to judge a 
quarterback.” 

JUST IN CASE, Ditka said, “We're going to try to have 
two other guys ready to go if he can’t go.’’ Mike Tomezak 
was pushing backup Steve Fuller after six touchdowns on 
26-for-34 passing against Pittsburgh and Indianapolis. 

“We've won games in the league when Jim wasn’t in 
there before,” Ditka said. ‘“‘We can win them again. But 
that’s not the object. 

“The object is, he’s our quarterback. He’s proven he’s 
an excellent quarterback when he’s healthy. The object 
is to get him back on the field.” 


Bears Make Roster Moves 


In roster moves last week the Bears signed wide receiver 
Clay Pickering, a basketball player who played only one 
season of college football at Maine. He was acquired on 
waivers last Tuesday. 

A position was made available for him on the roster 
when the Bears placed tight end Tim Stracka on the in- 
jured reserved list with a knee injury. 

In their first roster cut last Monday the Bears waived 13 
players, including one veteran, wide receiver Brad An- 
derson. 

Three draft choices, running back Jeff Powell, safety 
Bruce Jones and safety Barton Hundley, also were waived. 

Others cut include wide receiver Steve Finch, wide 
receiver Ken Knapczyk, defensive backs Bruce Jones, 
Jack Cameron and Egypt Allen, defensive tackles Mike 
Dwyer and Steve Jacobsen, linebackers Gerald Taylor and 
Henry Jackson, and center Chris Jackson. 


. Spaulding 
Subscribe <> Rehabilitation 
to the wa BD Hospital 
Bear Report | fainrcman ua ous 


Inpatient ¢ Outpatient 
Family Therapy 


‘Small, Personalized Program’ 
617-720-6701 


Rainbow Resort 


Modern lakefront 617-720-6400 
cabins on Lake Ankit of the Hassactisats 
- enera! Hosp! 

Osakis. Excellent 405 Nash St. 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


fishing, boats, 


motors, gas, bait 
and store. 
Sue and J.J. Richardson 


Lido’s Game Farm 
RD2 
eee NEW YORK 12529 


Route 3, Box 246-CB i (518) 329-1551 
OSAKIS, MINNESOTA 56360 "Pheasants &* 
612-859-4401 3 Day Hunts 


September 1 to March 31. 
Includes Guide & Dogs, 3 
Meals Per Day, Lodging, 
Birds Cleaned & Frozen. No 
License Required. Hunt 
Wild & Pen Birds. 50 
Pheasants per Person. Air- 
ports Nearby. Call or Write 
for Information. 


FUTRELL 
AUTO 
SALES 


Wholesale to Public 


- Specializing in Bank 
Repossessions & 
Insurance Recoveries 


(312) 537-8686 - 


577 N. Milwaukee 
WHEELING, ILLINOIS 


Pre-Season 
Schedule 


Saturday, August 2 
New England 21, St. Louis 16 
Sunday, August 3 
BEARS 77, Dallas 6 
Tuesday, August 5 
Houston 17, L.A. Rams 14 
Wednesday, August 6 
Atlanta 31, N.Y. Giants 24 


Friday, August 8 
Philadelphia 17, Detroit 9 
Seattle 21, Indianapolis 14 

Saturday, August 9 
BEARS 33, Pittsburgh 13 
Cleveland 19, Buffalo 17 

Green Bay 38, N.Y. Jets 14 
St. Louis 26, Tampa Bay 10 
Kansas City 20, Cincinnati 10 
Minnesota 30, Miami 16 
New Orleans 10, Denver 7 
San Diego 20, Dallas 0 

Sunday, August 10 

San Francisco 32, L.A. Raiders 0 

New England 18, Washington 7 


Friday, Augusi 15 
Cleveland 17, Miami 10 
Washington 27, Pittsburgh 24, OT 
Detroit 30, Seattle 27, OT 
Saturday, August 16 
BEARS 38, Indianapolis 21 
Atlanta 20, Tampa Bay 17 
New York Jets 28, Cincinnati 17 
Minnesota 29,\Denver 27 
Kansas City 27, St. Louis 26 
New England 38, New Orleans 34 
New York Giants 22, Green Bay 14 
Houston 23, Buffalo 20 
Los Angeles Raiders 24, Dallas 19 
San Diego 45, Philadelphia 38 
Monday, August 18 
Los Angeles Rams 31, San Francisco 17 
Friday, August 22 
Seattle 27, Minnesota 17 
Los Angeles Raiders 24, New England 70 
Pittsburgh 47, Dallas 28 
Saturday, August 23 
St Louis 14, BEARS 7 
Buffalo 41, Kansas City 28 
Cleveland 27, Atlanta 27 
Indianapolis 20, Detroit 13 
Cincinnati 34, Green Bay 12 
Miami 20, Philadelphia 15 
Houston 24, New Orleans.13 
New York Giants 20, New York Jets 16 
Los Angeles Rams 20, San Diego 17 OT 
Denver 14, San Francisco 9 
Washington 27, Tampa Bay 73 


Thursday, August 28 
Cleveland at Los Angeles Raiders ......... 7 p.m. 
New York Jets at Philadeiphia.......... 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 29 
Atlanta at Washington 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Los Angeles Rams at Denver (NBC-TV)..... 6 p.m. 


St. Louis at San Diego............2.-.. 7 p.m 
Seattle at San Francisco ............. 6pm 
Tampa Bay at Miami.............-.... 8 p.m 
Saturday, August 30 
BEARS vs. Buffalo at South Bend, Ind. . .1:30 p.m 
Houston at Dallas (CBS-TV) _........... 8 p.m. 
Kansas City at New Orleans ......... _.7 p.m 
Minnesota at Indianapolis......__. ....730 pm 
New England at Green Bay............. 7 p.m 


Pittsburgh at New York Giants . . 


a i a i as = eS SSS SES SS 
Hi Enjoy the Finest in 
Pheasant and Quail Hunting 


! 
\ 
Open September 1 thru March’31. 
For an Experience you'll long remember. Fine ac- i 
commodations to make hunting a pleasure. Paved 4 

airport. Quality Gun Dogs for sale. 


McDonald Game Farm 
: . 107 South Franklin 
NESS CITY, KANSAS 67560 


l 

I 

1 

I 

| 

i 

; Call or Write for brochure, rates & reservations. 

! 

] 

1__ (913) 798-2541 or (913) 798-3865 _ 
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Tradition Goes On A fter Halas 


Several years agowhen Bill George, one of the all-time 
great linebackers, died in a tragic automobile accident, 
the Des Plaines neighbors of Ed and Virginia McCaskey 
— instinctively knew that something sad Bears-related had 
happened. 

in the front yard of the McCaskeys’ handsome English 
Tudor home the Bears flag that is always flying in good 
weather was mournfully at half-mast. 

ED IS THE team’s chairman of the board and Virginia, 
daughter of George Halas, serves the board in her officer's 
capacity as secretary. The passing of Bill George was not 
the first time people have looked to the McCaskeys for 
things smacking of Halas tradition. 


By 
Michael | 
Haggerty iy . 


If you'll recall the death of Phil Wrigley, you'll remem- 
ber the problems created by passing ownership of the 
Cubs to the next generation. The estate taxes were such 
that the baseball club had to be sold and it departed from 
the family. 


The wiley Papa Bear seeing that development, made 
provisions to prevent that from happeriing within his own 
family. Upon his death the ownership skipped a genera- 
tion, with Virginia maintaining ultimate control. 

But Virginia has urged the new owners to not think of 
themselves as owners, but as stewards of the Halas 


legacy. 

HALAS ALSO MADE certain that his way of doing 
things would continue after his death. The Bears’ Super 
Bowl championship season, therefore, was accomplished 
by people who were in place literally at the personal de- 
sign of Halas. 

Those in principal control were (and are) Ed and Vir- 
ginia McCaskey, Mike McCaskey (president and chief ex- 
ecutive officer, son of Ed and Virginia), Jerry Vainisi 
(general manager), Bill Tobin (director of player person- 
nel) and Mike Ditka (head coach). Incidentally, Ditka’s five 
years is second only to Halas in time served as head 
coach. 

Another Ed and Virginia McCaskey offspring active in 
the organization is Pat, director of community involvement, 
who has been a member of the Bears front office since 
1974. His brother, Brian, has begun his fifth year as the 
club’s assistant trainer. When Mike assumed the presiden- 
cy in 1983 he thought long and hard about whether or not 
to bring more family into the operation. His final decision, 
after much deliberation, was to leave things as they were. 

EVERY ONE OF Ed and Virginia’s 11 children, their 
spouses and offspring, plus Ed’s three brothers, con- 
verged on New Orleans for Super Bow! week. Some in- 
teresting things happened. 

A good laugh was had, prior to one of the practice ses- 
sions, when superstar running back Walter Payton com- 
manded, tongue in cheek, ‘‘check that man’s credentials” 
to an extremely-willing security guard in the Bears’ lock- 
er room. “That man” was Pat McCaskey, who was hap- 
py to go along with the joke. 

That same week Pat commented to Jim McMahon’s 
father, “You should have given Jim more spankings.” 

“1 KNOW,”’ WAS Mr. McMahon’s reply. : 

Within that week Pat’s brother Tim was enjoying walk- 
ing through the Bourbon Street area. In the midst of McMa- 
hon and Rozelle headbands and other ‘Bears 
paraphernalia, Tim was wearing a genuine Bears jersey 
with ‘‘McCaskey” on the back. Many people asked him 
where he got something that looked “‘so close to the real 


Continued Next Page 
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The Vince Lombardi Super Bowl XX Trophy 


WITH JACKET 


JACK 


IT’S A BACKPacK 
A “PACK” 


IT’SA 
A deluxe multi- 
purpose backpack with a built-in 


attached, fully zippered hooded, waterproof 
windbreaker. The very latest in the state-of-the-art multi-purpose 


packs. Designed 


for all sports, recreation and school use. 


Two in one 


WEATHER JACKET & BACKPACK 


T-SHIRT AND SWEATSHIRT OF 
The feared and ferocious Chicago Bears defensive line, 


featuring in BRIGHT COLOR William Perry, The Fridge, Mike Hartenstine, Tyrone 
Keys, Steve McMichael, Henry Waechter, Richard Dent and Dan Hampton! 


Mail coupon with your order TODAY to 
CHRISTOPHER PIERCE ENTERPRISES 
PO. Box 170033 ° San Francisco, CA 94117 


LIMITED EDITION 

_— FShirt(s) $9.95 ea. 

___ Sweatshirt(s) $19.95 ea. 
Specify___S/__M/___L/___XL 


California Residents 
add sales tax 


Postage! handling - 


Address 
City 
State___ Zip 
______ | Telephone 

¢ 2:50 
TOTAL 


“Per shipping address. Allow 4-6 weeks delivery 


i City 


ee ee se es eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Please send $19.95 for the Jack-Pack or Money Saving Offer 3 for $49.95. (Add Jj 
$4.00 for shipping and handling). In CA add 6% sales tax. Allow 3 weeks for j 
delivery. Mailing Address: SULLIVAN INC., 2230 S. Eastern Ave., Commerce, 
CA 90040. 
COLORS AVAILABLE 
S.F. 49ers 
N.Y. Giants 
Dallas Cowboys 
Chicago Bears 


SIZES: j 
Adult 

___ Medium (38-40) f 

___Large (42-44) jj 


Youth 
____ Small (6-8) 
____ Medium (10-12) 
___ Large (14-16) 


Stalele—- 6 ee ZIP 
Check or Money Order Enclosed to Sullivan Inc. 


1 

1 
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| fi 

( 
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thing.”’ He never did Jet on what his connection with the 
Bears was. 

The afternoon before Super Bowl Sunday was Tim's 
birthday and the whole clan converged on Ed and Vir- 
ginia’s suite for a gigantic family luncheon. It was the first 
time all those people had been under the same roof since 
February of 1983, when Ed and Virginia's 40th wedding 
anniversary had been celebrated. 

THE OWNER’S BOX at the Superdome is limited in 
space so a decision had to be made concerning which fa- 
mily members would sit there. Finally it was decided that 
Ed and Virginia, plus Mike and Pat and their wives, would 
be seated in the box. 

In the second half Mike smiled when he saw that some 
fans had unfurled a banner that proclaimed, “This one’s 
for Papa Bear.”’ He mused to himself about his grand- 
father’s contributions to the National Football League, 
about Halas’ sheer determination which was responsible 
for the existence of the Bears, one of only two of the chart- 
er franchises (the Cardinals are the other) still in the 
league. 

With just minutes remaining in the Super Bowl game, 
Mike got up to leave the box to make his way down to the 
locker room. Virginia, happiness welling up inside her at 
seeing the team her father had founded on its Way to win- 
ning the championship, huddled with Mike in earnest con- 
versation, thanking him for being president of the Super 
Bowl champions. 

AFTER THE GAME Virginia, who chooses to stay out 
of the limelight, was nonetheless invited to say a few words 
to commissioner Pete Rozelle and the rest of those as- 
sembled for the official proceedings. As those there and 
watching on national and international television could see 
for themselves, this normally shy and retiring lady made 
some splendid remarks. 

Her husband Ed, who can turn a phrase at a moment’s 
notice, didn’t do any coaxing or help her in any way. Born 
a Halas, she simply rose to the occasion when it mattered. 

A post-game victory party was glorious bediam. All the 
family was there, along with the players, coaches, come- 
dians Bill Murray and Tom Dreesen, actor (and host of tel- 


evision’s ‘Dance Fever’’) Adriam Zmed and Ray Meyer, 
the former head basketball coach at DePaul University and 
long a friend of George Halas and Ed McCaskey. 

THE VARIOUS FAMILY members posed for pictures 
holding the Super Bowl trophy for each other's cameras 
and delighted in the evening. 

Longtime George Halas aide Max Swiatek, the Bears 
purchasing agent who-has been in with the. team since 
1934, probably expressed best the prevaiang! sentiment 
in the room that night. 

He mentioned to Mike Ditka, “This one was for ‘The 
Coach’,” And there was nobody there who doubted that 
Max was referring to George S. Halas, who had started 
it all. 


Bills Game Tickets Available - 


Plenty of tickets remain for Saturday's game against 
Buffalo at Notre Dame at 1 p.m. CST. Tickets can be pur- 


- chased at the Bears ticket office, through Ticketron and 


at the Notre Dame ticket office. Tickets are priced at $18 
with proceeds from the game going to benefit Special 
Olympics. 


Hilgenberg Injured In Game 


The already weakened offensive line of the Bears was 
hurt some more in Saturday's game when center Jay Hil- 
genberg left the game in the first quarter with a pulled groin 
muscle. 

Hilgenberg originally injured himself in practice Friday, 
then aggravated the injury in Saturday's game. 

Also in the game tight end Riley Walton hurt his rotator 
cuff in his shoulder, and E.J. Jones injured his lower back. 


Next Week’s Issue 


In next week’s issue a preview of the Bears’ regular sea- 
son opener against the Cleveland Browns at Soldier Field 
will be featured. Also highlighted will be complete cover- 
age of the Bears’ preseason finale against the Buffalo Bills 
at South Bend, Ind. 


QUARTERBACK MIKE TOMCZAK did some scrambling 
during his first start Saturday night against the Cardinals 
at Soldier Field. (Bear Report phote by Jonathan Daniel) 


ATTENTION FISHERMAN! 


GUARANTEED AGAINST LOSS—THEFT—DAMAGE. GENUINE DIAMOND AND 24 KARAT GOLD. 
INTRODUCING THE AMAZING DIAMOND EAGLE FISHING LURE— 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME OFFER. Probably the last fishing lure you'll ever 
want to buy. THE DIAMOND EAGLE HAS A LUXURIOUS 24 KARAT 
GOLD FINISH AND IS ACCENTED BY A GENUINE ‘2 PT. FULLY FAC- 
ETED DIAMOND. The reflections from the genuine diamond and 24 karat 
gold mirror finish attract fish from greater distances. The Pros know that the 
fantastic wobbling action of fishing’s most proven lure, with Eagle Claw 
Hooks," from Wright & Mcgill, combine to produce more strikes and bigger 
fish. It works on all game fish, fresh and salt water The Diamond Eagle is 4 


inches in length and crafted like a fine piece of jewelry, but, fisherman, listen 
to this, YOU NEVER HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT USING IT OR LOSING IT. 
THE DIAMOND EAGLE IS THE ONLY FISHING LURE MADE IN THE 
U.S.A. GUARANTEED AGAINST LOSS, THEFT OR DAMAGE. Should the 
Diamond Eagle be lost, stolen or damaged, return the accompanying guaran- 
tee with the postage and handling charges indicated and the DIAMOND 
EAGLE WILL BE REPLACED FREE OF CHARGE. The Diamond Eagle 
with genuine diamond and 24 karat gold finish is HANDSOMELY GIFT 
PACKAGED AND MAKES AN EXCITING GIFT OR AWARD FOR THAT 
FISHERMAN IN YOUR LIFE. Be the first to own or give the Diamond Eagle. 
ORDER NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THIS FABULOUS BONUS 
GIFT—A FOLDING SPORTS KNIFE. Ten inches overall, it has a razor-sharp 
stainless steel locking blade for safety, brass ends, rosewood handles and a 
genuine leather sheath. To order the amazing Diamond Eagle with genuine 
diamond and 24 karat gold finish pius your free knife send $24.95 plus $4.95 
postage and handling to: 


fiCheck | |Monéy Order Li Visa |) MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP DATE 


Diamond Eagle 


PRINT NAME 


29 E. Madison Street 
Suite 1000 
Chicago, IL 60602 


Z 


ST. LOUIS QUARTERBACK Scott Brunner couldn’t escape the Bear defensive rush in the 


second half of Saturday's game at Soldier Field. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) (WWinors residents add 7% sales tax) 


Bear Report Letters 
1271 W. Dundee Rd. 

Box 89E . 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


BEAR REPORT welcomes ail Letters to the Editor. Due 
to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 
ters to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 
necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 


met 1 aba! 


Sh a 


No News In Bear Report? 


Dear Doug: 

A friend showed me a copy of his Bear Report and | couldn't 
believe what a miserably excuse your ‘‘newspaper” is for a weekly 
pro football publication. Sixteen pages chock full of advertise- 
ments and very brief accounts of the game in London and the 
upcoming game with Pittsburgh. For this you charge $1.25? What 
a joke, just like the Chicago Bores. 

in contrast, the Dallas Cowboys Weekly has 46 pages full of 
player profiles, interviews with the general manager and head 
coach, detailed accounts of the past week’s game and upcom- 
ing opponent, cheerleader profiles and profiles on the Eastern 
Division race. You must be trying to make up for the measely 
salary the Bears paid you by charging $1.25 for your rag. The 
Dallas Cowboys Weekly only costs $1.50. You can get as much 
information on the Bears from the AP account in the newspaper 
compared to what you get in the Bear Report. You should change 
the name to the Bare Report (barely any news) or Stinking On- 
ion Report, which would be even more accurate. 

Finally, | hope the Bears have enough guts to show up here 
on Dec. 21. With Herschel Walker, Mike Sherrard and Hackett’s 
new offense, the Cowboys are going to beat the hell out of the 
Bears. Final score: Cowboys 40, Bears 0. America’s Team will 
dominate and destroy America’s Pretenders. Doomsday — Dec. 


21, 1986. 
John Johnson 


? Dallas, TX 

Editor's note: As is printed on page 2 each week, the Bear Report 

is.not an official publication of the Chicago Bears or the NFL, un- 
like the Dallas Cowboys Weekly. 


Pro Football Is Big Business 


Dear Editor: | 

| am a gun-ho football fan but | understand that football is a 
business. Thomas Williamson, whose letter appeared in the Aug. 
11 issue, lacks common sense, Who in this country is willing to 
work for less than he is worth? | don't think Mr. Williamson is. 


FANS GOT INT® the act during the third quarter fight that lasted about 10 minutes in the Bears-Cardinals game Saturday. 
(Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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if company A wants to pay a person a certain amount and com- 
pany Bis willing to pay that same person for more | don’t think 
there’s much question which offer most people would take. Foot- 
ball players aren't given that opportunity yet. 

Todd Bell is standing up for his principles. You have to respect 
a‘person for that. We aren't talking about high school athletics. 
The NFL is big business. Mr. Williamson, money is the issue, not 
team spirit. 

Jonathan Ray 
Fort Wayne, IN 


Chicago Needs To Look Toward Future 


Dear Editor: 

The Bears of the world need to think to the future on their final 
draft cuts. Before you think | am crazy please read on. 

Chicago has a great team which is the best of ’85 and out to 
prove they’re also the best of '86. Their starting lineup is great 
with some good backups who could start on most any other team. 
This is fine to have, but think of father time. 

| would say cut all the players over 30, except Sir Walter, Hit- 
man Fencik, re-design Hartenstine (as in quarterbacks) and 
Baschnagel, who would be in the Hall of Fame if special teams 
were recognized. Moorehead would be by far the toughest cut, 
but Ditka of all people should be able to recognize potential for 
a young tight end. 

That is what should be very much considered — potential of 
rookies. After all, anybody playing football should be peaked by 
30. Payton and some other fitness hounds are the exception. 

With Walter gone (heaven forbid the thought) he can be 
replaced quite well. Again, read on. As the saying goes, when 
someone great leaves replace him with two. Three in Walter's 
case. 

Gentry, Sanders and Anderson together can fill his shoes — 
Anderson being the question mark since he was only signed las 
week. : 

Wide receiver and punter would be the questionable cuts with 
John Teltschik showing good rookie presence. 

Defense you say? Would you believe 15 all-pro players alone 
here? | am speculating Bell's return and potential on a few rook- 
ies will make it up. 

In my final sign off some may think | am a nut. You are possi- 
bly right — a devoted football nut who feels strongly about an 
undefeated season, including playoffs. Here again, this shows 
the Bears potential. Even their second stringers blow out-the op- 
position. Can you imagine 24-0 and landslide scores to boot? 

The all-pro game could end up being Chicago against every- 
body else. After all you must set your goals high. By the way, 
24 pro bowlers is the limit (punter and kicker included). Twenty- 
four wins and 24 all-pros, what a goal. Oops, Baschangel should 
be on special teams, maybe even Barnes if he doesn’t fumble. 

If this succeeds, try perfection for 1987. 

And Mr. McCaskey, please consider moving from Soldier Field. 
Surely the contract with the city is faulty. Then when you move, 
consider the millions of fans in Indiana for access to the stadi- 
um, say on the southern tip of Chicago. Chicago is where you 
must stay, but the fans don't. 

Joseph L. Sablic 
Fort Wayne, IN 


, 
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TIGHT END TIM WRIGHTMAN takes the ball around end 
during the Bears game against the Cardinals Saturday at 
Soldier Field. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


FORCOMPLETEINFORMATION AND BROCHURE CALL: 


goie Red Carpet TRAVEL 
596-0070 


Ww 
SC SERVE 


1044 E. 162nd St., SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473 
HOURS: Mon. &Fri.9-8 Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1 


Tr 
su 00Tn RICK ay 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


